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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

As persons signing below: 

1 . We, Jeffrey A. Nowell, Jerry J. DeLiberato and Tony P. Bouquot, do 
hereby declare and say that we are inventors in the above-identified United States 
patent application, Serial No. 10/675,442. 

2. We have read and are familiar with the U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2004/0168379 (the '379 application), which published on September 2, 2004 and 
identifies Chang Than Chen as the sole inventor. 

3. We declare that on a date prior to February 27, 2003, the earliest 
claimed priority date of U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0168379, the invention 
disclosed in the above-identified United States patent application was completed in this 
country. Additionally, on a date prior to February 27, 2003, the invention(s) of claims 1- 



22, elements of which are said to be disclosed in the '379 application, was (were) 
completed in this country. In this regard, we have attached hereto redacted copies of 
sheets of drawings (Exhibits A-F) sent to our patent attorney, as evidence of completion 
of the invention prior to February 27, 2003. These sheets of drawings provide an 
enabling description of the invention recited by the claims discussed above. Exhibit A 
includes an exploded perspective view of a lower rectangular frame section of a frame 
assembly. It is similar to Figure 2 of the instant application. Exhibit A also includes an 
enlarged partial perspective view of a connection between one of a plurality of spaced 
pickets in the lower frame section and a top member of the lower frame section that is 
similar to Figure 3 of the instant application. Exhibit B is an exploded perspective view 
of one of two screen assemblies removably mountable within upper and lower frame 
sections of the frame assembly. Exhibit B is similar to Figure 5 of the instant 
application. Exhibit C is an exploded perspective view of an upper rectangular frame 
section of the frame assembly. Exhibit C is similar to Figure 4 of the instant application. 
Exhibit D is a perspective view of a frame assembly, which is similar to Figure 1 of the 
instant application. Exhibit F includes a partial elevational cross-sectional view of a 
frame assembly showing a lower section mounted to a supporting surface that is similar 
to Figure 7 of the instant application. Further, Exhibit F includes a partial top cross- 
sectional view of a pair of interconnected frame assemblies, similar to Figure 8 of the 
instant application. We hereby declare and say that the relevant portions of Exhibits A- 
F were prepared at least prior to February 27, 2003, the earliest claimed priority date of 
the '379 application. 

4. Specifically, Exhibits A-F, attached hereto, describe an embodiment of the 
present invention which comprises a frame assembly for at least partially enclosing a 
raised floor structure including a bottom frame member positioned adjacent an 
associated raised floor structure and a pair of spaced apart side frame members 
connected to and extending upwardly from the bottom frame member. A top frame 
member is spaced from the bottom frame member, and connected to the pair of side 
frame members. At least one picket extends between and is connected to the top and 
bottom frame members. The at least one picket is oriented approximately parallel to the 
side frame members. A screen is selectively mounted to at least one of the top and 



bottom frame members and the side frame members and is located adjacent the at 
least one picket. Exhibits A-F also show the at least one picket comprising a rigid 
tubular member, a rigid member having a hollow rectangular cross-section, and a 
plurality of spaced aligned pickets. Exhibits A-F further show at least one of the bottom 
frame member and the top frame member including spaced holes for receiving opposed 
ends of the at least one picket for connection thereto. The same exhibits show at least 
one fastener received through a hole in one end of one of the at least one picket 
received in the spaced holes for securing the at least one picket to at least one of the 
bottom frame member and the top frame member. Exhibits A-F show both the bottom 
frame member and the top frame member including spaced holes and the at least one 
fastener including two upper fasteners received through holes in upper ends of two 
spaced pickets received in the top frame member and two lower fasteners received 
through holes in lower ends of two pickets received in the bottom frame member. 
Exhibits A-F show a layer of seam sealer positioned between the ends of the at least 
one picket and top and bottom frame members to prevent the at least one picket from 
rattling. The same exhibits also show the screen comprising a pair of removable screen 
panels wherein one of the screen panels is held between the bottom and top frame 
members and the side frame members on one side of the at least one picket and the 
other of the screen panels is held between the bottom and top frame members and the 
side frame members on another side of the at least one picket. Exhibits A-F further 
show the screen panels including compressible leaf springs and being held between the 
side frame members in tracks defined in the side frame members, as well as the side 
frame member tracks including bumpers for engaging the screen panels. 

5. Specifically, Exhibits A-F, attached hereto, show another embodiment of 
the invention comprising a screen assembly having an integral railing including a lower 
rectangular frame section having a base member and a top member spaced from the 
base member. A plurality of spaced barrier members extend from the base member to 
the top member. The spaced barrier members and the top member together form a 
railing. A first screen is held in the lower rectangular frame section adjacent the railing. 
An upper rectangular frame section is supported by the lower rectangular frame. A 
second screen is held in the upper rectangular frame section. Exhibits A-F also show a 



third screen held in the lower rectangular frame section adjacent the railing. The third 
screen is held on one side of the plurality of pickets and the first screen is held on the 
other side of the plurality of pickets 

6. Specifically, Exhibits A-F, attached hereto, describe yet another 
embodiment of the present invention which comprises a combination screen and railing 
frame assembly including a frame defining an opening therethrough and at least one 
screen secured to the frame. The at least one screen extends across at least part of 
the opening. A balustrade is connected to the frame and a horizontal member 
extending across the opening and is spaced a preselected distance from a bottom 
portion of the frame and a plurality of spaced pickets extending across at least part of 
the opening wherein each of the plurality of spaced pickets is connected at one end to 
the horizontal member and at another end to the bottom portion of the frame. Exhibits 
A-F also show the at least one screen including a first screen panel extending across a 
first portion of the opening defined below the horizontal member and a second screen 
panel extending across a second portion of the opening defined above the horizontal 
member. The same exhibits also show the first and second screen panels being 
removably mounted to the frame. 

7. Specifically, Exhibits A-F, attached hereto, describe yet a further 
embodiment of the present invention which includes a frame assembly for screening in 
a floor structure and providing a integral rail therewith including a bottom frame section 
and a first pair of spaced apart side frame sections extending upwardly from the bottom 
frame section. A first intermediate frame section is spaced from the bottom frame 
section and extends between the first pair of side frame sections. A plurality of spaced 
pickets extends between the bottom frame section and the intermediate frame section. 
The plurality of pickets and the first intermediate frame section form a rail. A first 
removable screen panel is held between the bottom frame section, the first side frame 
sections and the first intermediate frame section. The first screen panel is disposed on 
one side of the plurality of pickets. A second intermediate frame section is connected to 
the first intermediate frame section and further forms the rail. A second pair of spaced 
apart side frame sections extends upwardly from the second intermediate frame 
section. A top frame section is connected to the second pair of side frame sections. A 



second removable screen panel is held between the second intermediate frame section, 
the second pair of side frame sections and the top frame section. Exhibits A-F further 
show the plurality of pickets including rigid tubular components that provide rigidity to 
the rail, as well as the plurality of pickets being spaced apart from one another a 
distance sufficient to allow substantially unobstructed airflow through the first removable 
screen. Exhibits A-F still further show the bottom frame section and the first 
intermediate section including sets of aligned holes that receive ends of each of the 
plurality of pickets. The same exhibits also show a layer of a sealant material disposed 
between ends of the pickets and the bottom frame section and first intermediate section 
to retard rattling of the pickets in the frame assembly, as well as at least two of the 
plurality of pickets being secured in the sets of aligned holes by fasteners. 

8. Each of the dates deleted from Exhibit A is a date at least prior to 
February 27, 2003, the effective date of the '379 application. 

9. It is submitted that the information in attached Exhibits A-F 
demonstrates that the invention of the instant application was completed in this country 
at a date at least prior to February 27, 2003, the effective date of the "379 application. 

We hereby declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, 
and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

(Date) 
(Date) 
(Date) 

FILENAME \p N:\PTOZ\200021\AMD0003867V001.doc 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE^) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



